Routine screening of Halloween candy: helpful or hazardous?
To determine the frequency of radiopaque items found in radiologic screening of Halloween candy and to determine the possibility of missing a small item. Prospective observational study on Halloween night, 1992. Data were collected from area medical centers that were screening Halloween candy. The ability to detect small sharp items was tested at five centers. Five hospitals and three immediate care centers. Four hundred fifty-four bags of candy were screened. No unknown radiopaque items were discovered. One of five centers tested for accuracy failed to detect a small radiopaque item. Only one hospital required parents to sign a waiver of liability. The immediate care centers recorded patients' names; the other hospitals kept no record of the names of children whose bags were screened. No physicians viewed the radiographs or fluoroscopy. The routine radiologic screening of Halloween candy has an extremely low yield in detecting radiopaque items.